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TO THE REPUBLICANS OF THE ISLAND OF 
ALBION. 





Dorchester Gaol, July 1, Year 4, 

Citizens, of the Spanish Revolution, 
THE constitutional-king men are. in a dreadful consterna- 
tion and trepidation, All their phantoms, in the forms of 
patriot Kings, have ‘been driven away from their tickled 
minds, and they are left absolutely soulless! They are not 
now sure whether they have any immortal souls .or not, 
since they ‘see that Kings have none! The ‘Amiable 
King John of Portugal,” he, who swore to observe and pre- 
serve the Constitution of the Cortes with such grace! such 
patriotism! and amidst such cheers! he who turned his wife 
out of doors, and, made war upon bis son from his affection 
for Constitutional ‘Liberty! he! evenvhe! has told us, that 
Christiau Oaths are not to stand im the way of Christian 
Desires, and that Christian Kingsare never right unless they 
hold absolute power! | 

No sooner was it known in Portugal, that the Duke of 
Angouleme was in Madrid than, the holy fathers of the 
church, and all their holy children, turned their arms against 
the Government of the country, and proclaimed an absolute 
King, an absolute Queen, and an absolute Priesthood! 
These Constitutions that are founded on monarchy are only 
the playthings of Kings and Priests! They cannot, they 
never will, stand! All that the Cortes of Portugal bas been 
doing these three years, is now dispersed with. a-breath! 
The Inquisition will work with more fury than ever! | Its 
already re-established in Madrid, and there is no doubt but 
it will be re-established throughout. Portugal, unless some “i 
brave men sell their lives dearly. -But this is doubtful; for 
it is utterly impossible that such a people as the labouring 
classes in Spain and Portugal should haye any notion of the 
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object of moral reform, after such an education as they have 
had in the rites of the church and the Priests, and of no 
other kind! | te 

The King of Portugal has done more good by his vil- 
lainy than ever he could have.done by remaining a hypo-— 
crite! He has convinced us, that a monarch, under any 
title, and a monarchy, under any form, are wholly incom- 
patible- with popular liberty! This was just the lesson 
Europe wanted! We must hear no more about Constitu- 
tional Kings and Emperors! I shall choke the first man I 
hear talking about any thing of the kind with, look at “ the 
Amiable Jobn of Portugal!” 

] rejoice at this royal and priestly revolt! Nothing could 
. have been better timed! Ail the war that will hereafter be 
carried on in the Peninsula will be for an undisguised ob- 
. ject! The name of King will be wholly left out of the po- 
pular side, and a Republic will be the only thing talked 
of! Absolute monarehy or Republicanism wil! be the end 
of the struggle; and the sooner it is rightly proclaimed and 
rightly understood the better. All between this is rubbish 
_ and rascality: no man knows what he is fighting for, when 
Constitutional monarchy is the thing talked about! It is the 
‘most odious kind of Government that can be devised; and 
nothing but mutual treachery can be the order of the day! 

[ should not be at all surprised) to hear of the two regi- 
ments of Life Guards in this country sallying forth some 
morning with the cry of “WE WILL HAVE AN ABSOLUTE 
KING!’ . What will not money persuade such men to do? 
And what will not the Despots of the Continent do to bring 
about such a step in this country? And who is the man 
that would refuse such an office, if he could be safely put 
into it? His name is not Guelphs nor Stuart; nor any other 
name that is known! Had Castlereagh lived he would have 
gloried in the step; and | know no man, now a minister, 
that would be ashamed of it, or that would refuse to hold 

his seals of office under an absolute King, responsible to no 
~~ other power. Men are every where the same. They are 
only controuled by the circumstances which surround them. 

Every thing js so far finished in Portugal, that the Con- 
stitutional monarchy is at an end! The absolute King and 
Queen have met, kissed, and bedded again! And the monks 
are keeping high holiday! Ferdinand of Spain is safely 
lodged in Cadiz; and if we wanted another proof of the 
odious nature of a Constiutional monarchy, it is to be found 
in the eonduct of the Spanish Cortes, who to get their pre- 
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cious.charge from Seville to Cadiz, had to vote that he 
should be insane so long as he was on his journey, and sane 
again as soon as he got to Cadiz! Nothing can stand that 
is founded upon such principles and such necessities as these! 
Call it what you like, it cannot be maintained. Let a Re- 
public be proclaimed in Spain. and Portugal, and then those 
who understand what it means will struggle like men to ob- 
tain it. 

Contemplating such an event, or that a Republic will be 
proclaimed both in Spain and Portugal; and, seeing by the 
papers that those who are gone out with Sir Robert Wilson 
and the Baronet himself, have called aloud for the people of 
this country to go out and give countenance to the Spa- 
niards who will fight. I propose, that if the Spaniards be 
found struggling well throughout the present and the next 
month, that a body of men shall be ready to start from this 
country in the beginning of September. I have said I will 
go, and | am still bent on going, if there is a chance of being 
useful. I now say fT will go in September, on the above 
conditions; and if conveyance can be obtained. There is 
no fear of a conveyance when we get on ship-board;-and 
before this no loss will be sustained by the resolution to go, 
whatever obstacles may be thrown in our way, or however 
those obstacles may succeed. We have as much right to 
emigrate to Spain, as to America, Cape of Good Hope, or 
Van Dieman’s Land! resolve to go. Do not talk about 
the thing but prepare for it. Not a word requires to be 
said about it until the time arrives to start: and then if we 
prepare well, we shall be well able to follow our inclinations. © 
It will not do to have public or private meetings upon the 
subject: and there is no need of any two men talking about it 


within the next two months. 
RICHARD CARLILE 
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CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF THE LIFE OF 
ST. PAUL. 


(Concluded from page 800.) 





CHAP XX. 


Of Faith, in what this Virtue consists. 


GENERALLY speaking it is St. Paul, or the author of the 
Epistles, (wherever he be) that are attributed to him, that 
ought to be regarded as the true founder of Christian theo- 
logy. The mysterious obscurity of his works, the tone of 
fanaticism which reigns in them, and the unintelligible 
oracles with which they are filled, render them well suited 
to impose on the vulgar, who respect things only in propor- 
tion as they are impossible to be comprehended. Devout 
enthusism and pious melancholy there finds a continual feast 
for its siekly brain. Oracles and enigmas are taken for 
divine mysteries, which without a strong dose of faith we 
should conclude were the production of delirium or the in- 
ventions of imposture, which seeks to put reason to flight. 
Reason: had no means of examining ideas which are totally 
unreasonable; thus they persuaded men that it was neces- 
sary to renounce reason in order to become a good Chris- 
tian, In consequence of this principle, so humiliating to 
mankind and-derogatory to the character of a God, the 
author of reason, it wasno longer permitted to examine any- 
thing; man was commanded: blindly to subscribe to the 
most incomprehensible reveries, and it was considered me- 
ritorious to renounce common sense and adopt fables and 
opinions revolting to every thinking being. ‘Thus delirium 
was changed into wisdom, deception into truth, and fre- 
- quently crime became virtue. They closed the mouths of 
reasoners by citing the language of Paul, who had said 
“that the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the 
- weakness of God is stronger than men.” According tothe 
same Apostle God himself had predicted by the mouth of a 
prophet, the revolution that Christianity was to produce in 
the minds of mankind. <“ I will destroy the wisdom of the 
wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the 
prudent,” Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? where 
_ ds the disputer of this world? Hath not God made foolish 








THE REPUBLICAN. 837 


the wisdom of this world, &c.* And he coneludes by say- 
ing, “ But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stum- 
bling block, and unto the Greeks foolishness.” 

However violent Paul’s enthusiasm may have been, he 
well knew how odd the doctrine he preached, must appear 
to reasonable beings. He must have been aware, that it 
overturned all received ideas; that it would not bear the test 
of examination; that it was a difficult enterprise to per- 
suade sensible beings that a God could die, that this God 
had arisen again, that an immutable God had changed and 
annulled the eternal alliance he had made with the Jews, 
and which been so repeatedly confirmed with oaths, &c. 
Thus our Apostle in order. to pass such improbable opinions, 
believed it requisite, to substitute folly in the place of reason, 
and to fortify his disciples against the weapons, of logic. 
For the evidence which results from the testimony of the 
senses he substituted faith, which according to him is the 
evidence of things not seen, and evidence which can only be 
founded on the most stupid-credulity. 

Thus this prudent orator took care to: guard against the 
philosopby of common sense, and against all science, seeing 
clearly that they opposed, invincible obstacles to the reli- 
gion that he sought to establish, and:ef which he pretended 
to be the soul and chief. Hence we find he attached the 
greatest merit to faith, that is to say, to a blind submission 
to his authority; and such an unbounded confidence in him- 
selfas prevented any doubt of those things, the truth of 
which he attested. 

As science wasinjurious to the establishment of hisempire he 
decried it. “‘ Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth.” By 
charity, we may here understand that affection to a spiritual 
director which closing the eyes against those defects, which 
‘jn common with other men he may possess, convinces us that 
he is always right, that he is incapable of the wish to deceive, 
and in short, that he ought to be believed in preference to 
the evidence of our senses. | 

It is thus that this great Apostle laboured incessantly to 
establish his own authority on the ruins of wisdom, reason, 
and science.- ‘* However we may reply to his doctrine, so 
useful tothose whose interest it isto maintain absurd opinions 
and incredible fables, that God who, is, according to them, 
the author of reason could not have destroyed his own work. 
We shall demand of St. Paul and of those who like him 
preach up implicit faith, if folly is more able than wisdom 


* 4 Corinth. chap. 1. ver. 19. 
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to attain to the knowledge of God? We shall ask of them, 
if God bas given wisdom to men on condition of their never 
using it, and if it is not by the aid of hunian wisdom, that 
man gains some idea of the divine wisdom? We shall ask if 
God can, without absolutely changing the nature of things, 
make wisdom folly; and folly wisdom? In short we shall 
ask them, if inorder to become a Christian it is necessary 
to renounce common sense, or how far our folly must pre- 
vail to havea religion? 

To all these questions theologians, faithfully treading in 
the steps of St. Paul, will reply, that we must believe, and 
that as soon as they speak, we must submit to their autho; 
rity. “ Faith’ says Paul “comes by hearing,’ whence it 
results that have faith, we must sacrifice our reason, to the 
wills of our spiritua] pastors. Charity ought to convince 
us, that these infallible guides, can neither deceive nor desire 
_ to lead us-into error. 

According to this firm persuasion we shall never be em- 
barrassed, unless, by chanee, those pastors should bappen to 
disagree in their opinions. This however ofien occurs in the 
church, and has done from the commencement. In fact we 
have seen St. Paul himself resist St. Peter to his face and 
differ from him in opinion. Their quarrels like many others 
had fatal results, and produced a true schism between the 
partizans of Peter, and those of Paul, the Aposile of the 
Gentiles. 

The latter has acknowledged himself, that there must be 
heresies in a church, perpetually guided by the most high. 
This prophecy has been verified in the Christian religion, 
which from its foundation has been incessantly agitated by 
quarrels, divisions, animosities, troubles, and paroxysms of 
fury that would induce a belief, that the gospel was given 
to nations only to excite in them, fermentations unknown. to 
Paganism, and show them to what a degree of maduess cre- 
dulity could lead. 

The writings of Paul especially have furnished in all ages 
ample matter, for disputes to the Christian doctors: The 
obscure dogmas they contain, .have of necessity been 
diversely understood by profound dreamers, who have passed 
their time in meditation. Each pretended to have dis- 
covered the true sense of this infallible and divinely inspires- 
doctor. Each found in his writings a confirmation of hid 
own sentiments. Works filled with contradiction continually 
gave rise to parties the most opposite to eaeh other, and vi- 
rulently bent upon mutual destruction. The authority 
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of St. Paul was opposed to himself, and in the impossi- 
bility of deciding upon questions totally out of the power of 
reason to discuss, recourse was had to violence, and the 
strongest always made the weak feel, that they alone 
comprehended the true sense of the great Apostle. They 
disputed continually on predestination, on grace, and 
op the liberty of man; they understood neither themselves 
nor St. Paul. The most headstrong, the most wicked, and 
the most powerful, enforced their opinions as the only ones 
which the Holy Ghost had dictated. | 

To conclude, the incredulous, are not those, who alone 
find the writings of Paul obscure and unintelligible, as we 
have seen in the the case of St. Peter already quoted. If 
this prince of the Apostles founded difficulties in the works 
of St, Paul, what shall we think of the presumption of mo- 
dern commentators when they pfetend to explain to ws, the 
enigmatical and confused passages that we meet with in the 
epistles of this doctor of the Gentiles. 





CHAP. XXI. 


Of the Holy Ghost, and Divine Inspiration. 


It would however have been wiser in the first instance to 
examine into the degree of confidence due to the real or pre- 
tended writings of this. wonderful man, whose history we 
have been developing. Before disputing it would have 
been better to have been certain of the authority of an 
Apestle whose works appear to us infallible only on his own 
word, or on that of the wriften to whom we owe the Acts of 
the Apostles. In fact weare told that St. Paul was inspired 
by the Holy Ghost. But what .is the Holy Ghost? How 
can it inspire a man? What certainty have we that it has 
ever inspired any one? By what signs shall we distinguish 
these invisible inspirations? As it is upon these inspirations 
only that the Christion religion is established, these ques- 
tions are well worth the trouble of being discussed. 

. There is no mention made of the Holy Ghost in the Old 
Testament; there is mention made of the spirit of the Lord, 
which possessed, or resided in the prophets, and other holy 
personages chargéd with speaking to the Jewish people; 
but in no place of the Old Testament is the Holy Ghost 
announced as a being distinct from the Divinity, it is only in 
the New Testament that we find this metaphysical being 
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deified, or this divine breath personified. In fact it is only 
in the history of Jesus Christ, that the Holy Ghost begins 
to perform a part; we there find him commissioned {o 
overshadow Mary, and produce the savour of the world, 
who was, as we are told, begotten by the operation of: the 
Holy Ghost. 

This same Holy Ghost descended in the form of a dove 
upon Jesus Christ at the moment of his baptism in the river 
Jordan by John the Baptist. In the Gospel according to 
St. John, the author of which appears to have drawn his ideas 
from the platonic philosophy, there is much talk of the Holy 
Ghost which is never defined. Jesus promises to send him 
to the disciples when he himself shall have left them. This 
spirit is described under term of the Paraclete or Comforter. 
Jesus assures them that he proeeeded from the father, and 
that he will send him on the part of the father, to bear wit- 
ness of him Jesus. Further on he promises them, that when 
this spirit shall come, he shall guide them into all truth. 

According to the promise of Jesus, this comforter did in 
fact descend upon the Apostles at the feast of Pentecost, see 

Acts xi. ver. 2, 3,13. Many were astonished at the pro- 
digy there related, but itseems not to have convinced others, 
who had probably less faith than the first. ‘These sceptics 
pretended that the inspired Apostles were drunken with 
new wine. But Peter filled with the spirit, made them a 
long prophetic harangue; which, according to the author of 
the Acts, produced a great effect upon many of his hearers, 
who were converted upon the spot. 

In consequence of the descent of the’ Holy Ghost, the 
Apostles received the power, not only of speaking divers 
tongues, but likewise of driving out devils and performing 
miracles. However we do not find by their history, though 
written by one favourable to their cause, that the Holy 
Ghost gave them the power to cast out the demon of incre- 
dulity, especially from the minds of the Jews; these resisted 
constantly the Holy Ghost and made those who said they 
were filled with it, to suffer cruel treatment. 

The Apostles had not only received the Holy Gnhost, but 
they had also received the power of communicating it to 
others by the imposition of hands. It is difficult, without a 
submissive faith, to conceive a clear idea of this invisible 
communication of the Holy Ghost, or the manner iu which 

an indivisible spirit, divides itself among so many different 
individuals. However it is not allowed us to doubt that 
this transmission of the Holy Ghost has been perpetuated 
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down from the Apostles to our time. It is still by imposi- 
tion of hands that the guids of the Christian Church receive 
the Holy Ghost, and the right to teach. If our bishops and 
and priests who represent in our eyes the Apostles and dis- 
ciples, have not received the gift of tongues and miracles 
they have, at least, received the faculty of pretending, that the 
Holy Ghost does not cease to illuminate them, in their fre- 
quently, contradictory decisions, which ought to be regarded 
as a great prodigy. 

A Christian would run the risk of being damned if he 
should dare to doubt, that the Holy Ghost invisibly pre- 
sided in the church and will reside in the brains of its chiefs 
until the consummation of all things. What can be more 
calculated to inspire us with regard and respect for those, 
who themselves assure us, that they are the living temples 
of the Holy Ghost. In gratitude for these advantages 
which the Holy Ghost procured to the ministers of the 
Christian religion, they felt themselves bound to deify him. 
It was the least they could do for a being from whom their 
power clearly emanated. In fact if the Holy Ghost, charged 
With inspiring the church had not been a God, the autho- 
tity of the church might have been contested. But it being 
clearly decided, that the Holy Ghost is a God, men are 
no longer permitted to dispute his rights; it only remains to 
them to subscribe blindly to the decisions of those whom 
he has chosen for his organs; to contradict them, would be 
to revolt against God. , 

We see then how important it was to the heads of the 
church to apotheosise the Holy Ghost, It was necessary 
to make him a God at any rate; otherwise the church would 
not have been infallible, its infallibility being founded, 
solely on the continued inspirations of the Holy Ghost; and 
that he himself should be infallible, it was necessary that he 
should bea God. Thus the church has wisely made the God 
which makes ber infallible. 

However useful this deification was to the churci, it was 
attended with some difficulties: In fact how could they 
reconcile this new God, this Mercury, this messenger of the 
father and son, with the unity of God? To cut sbortall dis- 
pute upon so important a matter, the heads of the church 
decided that the Holy Ghost proceeded from the father aud 
son, and yet made but one God with them. I hey. closed 
the mouths of those who cried out against this uninotelligi- 
ble oracle, by saying it was a mystery, that man was made 
to adore and believe, without being able to comprehend; 
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they added that the church was infallible had thus decided 
that being inspired by the Holy Ghost (i. e. by a God) it 
was impossible to avoid believing that she had the right to 
decide, that the Holy Ghost was a Goad. ' 

This is sufficient to show us upon what the authority of 
church, and the divinity of the Holy Ghost is founded. “The 
church has deified the Holy Ghost, and the divinity of the 
Holy Ghost serves as the basis of the authority of the church, 
We thus see the true foundations of Ecclesiastical power ; 
we see the solidity of the titles of the church, we see the 
true origin of the mystery of the trinity, now held in such 
veneration by the faithful. In short we see what we ought 
to think of the inspirations of the Holy Ghost from the 
time of its origin until now. 


_-- 


CHAP. XXII. 
Of the Inspiration of the Prophets of the Old Testament. 


It does not appear, as we have already observed, that the 
Jews had any precise ideas of the Holy Ghost similar to 
those of the Christian theologians. Moreover there is rea- 
son to believe, that the Apostles had not yet imagined such 
subtle notions of it, as the church has invented since their 
time. Amongst the Hebrews, every man who, during his 
sleep, had dreams, every enthusiast who had, or pretended 
to have, visions believed himself inspired by the Lord, or at 
least gave himself out as such. He regarded the fancies of 
his-brain,as warnings from heaven; he delivered his piousnon- 
sense as oracles to credulous hearers, who did not doubt for 
an instant, that the unintelligible delirium of these harangues, 
was the effect ofsome divine illumination from the Almighty. 
As in dreams, madness, in ebriation, in enthusiasm, man does 
not appear master of himself, they believed that what be ut- 
tered in these divers states must, of necessity, spring from 
some supernatural force acting in him, without his know- 
ledge, and in spite of himself; the sentences and discourse, 
which issued from his mouth, were regarded as inspirations 
from on high, and received as divine commands. Their ob- 
scurity only served to excite curiosity, redouble terror, and 
confuse the imagination. It was supposed that God, who 
spoke by these demoniacs, did not choose to express himself 
in a clearer manner. 

These reflections founded upon the nature of credulous, 
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ignorant, and superstious men, may serve to fix our ideas of 
so many prophets and jugglers, that we see play such a pro- 
minent part, not only in Jewish history, but in all Pagan 
antiquity, aud even among all savage and uninformed peo- 
ple that are now scattered over the globe. ‘The trade of 
prophesying, appears to have been very lucrative and re- 
spectable amongst the Jews, a people degraded by supersti- 
tion, and whose priests always took care to keep them in a 
state of profound ignorance, and credulity, well-suited for 
the ends of those who sought to direct them after their own 
‘fancies. Whoever desired to gain the attention of the Jews, 
announced himself as inspired, threatened or promised them 
in the name of the Lord, prophesied to them of evils calcu- 
lated to intimidate, or of happy events which seduced them 
into belief. ‘To draw the attention of the public, and fre- 
quently.to produce revoluticns in the state, it was enough 
for a prophet to say gravely, that the Lord had spoken to 
him; and assure them that heaven kad intrusted him with 
its designs in a vision; thus the brains of the Jews were put 
into a fermentation. The Apostles desirous of establishing 


reform, or exciting a revolution, in men’s minds, felt the ne- - 


cessity of conforming to the prevailing taste of the nation. 
In consequence they erected themselves into prophets, gave 
themselves out for inspired, spoke in an obscure manner, ut- 
tered oracles, predicted the end of the. world, they preached 
a messiah, they announced a kingdom in which their follow- 
ers would enjoy a happiuess, which their subjugated coun- 
try had long since been deprived of. In short to prove the 
truth of their predictions, and the legitimacy of their mis- 
sion, they performed miracles, 7 e. works caiculated to as- 
tonish so credulous a people as the Jews. | 

_ The Jews; however, in spite of all their ignorance, did 
not suffer themselves to be convinced by either the harangues 
and miracles of Jesus, nor by the preachings and prodigies 
of his Apostles. All their efforts faited against the hardness 
of heart of a people so often the cupe of the numberless in- 
Spired who had so successfully deceived them. ‘There is 
then reason to think that Jesus and his disciples did not per- 
form their part well, or else that in their time, the Jews be- 
come more cautious, had not so much faith as their ances- 
tors had formerly exhibited. Indeed we do not fiud that 
the first preachers of Christianity mace much impression 
upon their fellow citizens; they had much more success, 
and Paul especially amongst idolators, for whom their enthu- 
siastic harangues, their preachings, and miracles was a more 
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novel spectacle. Amongst the Gentiles preaching was an 
unknown thing, the people was held in disdain by the priests: 
each formed such ideas of religion as he choose, there was 
no theological system that they were compelled to adopt; 
in short, with the exception of Esculapius, the Gods worked 
but few miracles for their worshippers. 

Thus, as we have already observed, circumstances were 
favourable for the mission of our Apostle amongst the Gen- 
tiles; they were more disposed to listen than the Jews, and 
to regard him who performed such wonders before them, as 
an extraordinary man favoured by heaven. In fact St. Paul 
gave himself out for such. And how can we doubt the ve- 
racity of a man who performs miracles? It was then neces- 
sary to give him credit; and without having seen these mi- 
racles we believe the same thing, and especially his divine 
inspiration, upon the authority of the writings, attributed to 
him, and upon the word of him who has transmitted to us 
an account of his actions in the Acts of the Apostles, works 
which the church enjoins us to regard as divinely inspired. 
It would be, I think, useless to make any long reflections 
on the validity of the titles of the church, and the right, that 
the writings which she has adopted have to the claim of di- 
vine inspiration, It is enough to.remark, that if we admit 
those titles and rights, we have no reason to refuse also to 
admit those of any man, or body of men, which shall give 
themselves out as divinely inspired. If, on the word of Paul, 
we believe that he was inspired, why shall we not have the 
same deference for the word of Mahomet, who pretended 
to be the sent of the most high? If, after the decision of 
the Christian church, we regard the books contained in the 
New Testament as dictated by the Holy Ghost; what right 
have we to refuse our assent to the decision of the body ol 
Imans and Mollahs, that the Koran was revealed by the an- 
gel Gabriel to Mahomet? If it be permitted to one man, oF 
body of men, to invest themselves with titles, and at the 
same time forbid the titles to be investigated, we shall be 
obliged to admit all the reveries, extravagancies, and fables 
that we see spread over the various countries of the earth. 
Priests every where show us books, which they say were “s 
spired by the divinity, and weak and silly people adore an 
and follow without examination books thus announced. 
All religions in the world are founded upon sacred books 
which contain the divine will, and whose truth is proved by 


miracles. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 


Of the Descent of the Holy Ghost upon the Apostles, or their Divine 
Inspiration. 


IF we may believe the author of the Acts of the Apostles, 
the disciples assembled at Jerusalem on the the day of Pen- 
tecost, were filled with the Holy Ghost. But by what sign 
shall we be sure that they were filled with the Holy Ghost? 
It is this that they began to speak divers languages. But do 
these various languages prove the presence of the Hol 
Ghost? Could not the disciples of Jesus speak these lan- 
guages naturally? However the Jews who had come from 
the different poviuces of Asia to Jerusalem to celebrate the 
feast all understood Hebrew, since it was the language in 
which their law was written; nothing more then was requi- 
site but to speak Hebrew, in order to be understood by all 
of them; we cannot suppose that men assembled at Jerusa- 
lem to celebrate the Pentecost were Gentiles. That granted 
of what use was the gift tongues? In supposing that among 
the Jews there were some who only understood Greek, 
which was at that time universal over all Asia, it is very 
possible that without a miracle, some of the disciples or 
Apostles, might know this language by the aid of which 
they could make themselves understood in most of the pro- 
vinces mentioned in the Acts of the Aposties. 

There is then reason for believing, that the Apostles and 
disciples were on this occasion desirous of passing for in- 
spired. With this view, according to the practice of the di- 
viners and prophets amongst the Jews, they made noises 
contortions, cries, &c., and produced an extravagaut caco- 
phony, which many well disposed persons mistook for un- 
doubted signs of inspiration, while those who were less cre- 
dulous took them for certain proofs of drunkenness or folly. 
But St. Peter justified them, and showed that what they re- 
ceived to be extravagancies ought to be considered as proofs 
of inspiration. This he confirmed by quoting a prophecy olf 
the prophet Joel. (see Acts of Apostles, cbap. ii. ver. 17.) 

But the question at issue is, whether visions, dreams, extra- 
vagancies, &c. are signs of divine inspiration. It is true 


that from the contents of the books, which Christians regard 
as dictated by the Holy Ghost, and examining the nonsense 
and contradictions found in the writings of St Paul, we 
should be tempted to believe so. If the absence of reason, 
probability, logic, and harmony, is the distinguishing mark 
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of divine inspiration, we cannot deny that St. Paul has proved 
himself, by his writings, to have been divinely inspired, 

However at this rate nothing can be more easy than to 
pass for inspired. Ifmadness be a sufficient qualification to 
cause a man to be regarded as one filled with the Holy 
Ghost, there are many men who have just pretensions to this 
faculty. If we doubt it they have only to reply gravely 
that God hath confounded the wisdom of the wise; that our 
rebellious reason ought to be submissive, that the human 
mind becomes perverted by reasoning. Such is however 
the language continually repeated by the supporters of St. 
Paul and Christianity. According to them, wisdom is fol- 
ly, reason an uncertain guide, common sense useless, and 
contradictions are impenetrable mysteries, which we must 
adore in silence; and when our mind loses itself in the abyss 
of folly and imposture, they cry out with their great Apos- 
tle: ‘* Oh! the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his ways, and 
his judgments past findingout!” <A lucky quibble of which 
our theologians avail themselves with success, in order to es- 
cape from the embarrassment into which they are thrown by 
any reasoning on the ways of providence. 

It is thus that those who pretend to inspiration have the 
boldness to outrage the Divinity, and make the Holy Ghost 
the accomplice of their blasphemies. \V ben they find it im- 
possible to escape from the labyrinth into which impostures 
and_ill-contrived fables have led them, they make God re- 
sponsible for their-exiravagancies; they pretend that their 
own follies are the effects of diviae wisdom, they term their 
own perplexities mysteries; and assent that the author of 
reason is at the same time, tlie enemy of reason. | 

Men however are not shocked by these impious proposi- 
tions. Accustomed to regard St. Paul as inspired, it never 
occurs to them that so great a Saint may blaspheme. But 
what authority have Christians for their high opinion ol St. 
Paul? Itis the Acts of the Aposiles, that is to say upon the 
suspected testimony of a partizan of Paul’s sect, who has 
compiletl a history of his hero, filled with contradictions, 
but embellished with prodigies and fable, which however 
serve to establish his romance. But what proofs have we 
of these miracles themselves? We have no other evidence 
than the word ofthe Romancer himself confirmed by the 
authority of the church, z. e. of a body of men interested in 
establishing the fable. ; ' 

It is trne that we have in addition the testimony of 51. 
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Paul himself, to whom are attributed the epistles in which 
are found a great number of details of his life. But does 
this Apostle agree with his historian in his own narrative? 
No, doubtless, they vary materially in many circumstances, 
and frequently coniradict each other in the most positive 
manner. Who then shall we find to reconcile them, and 
show us what we ought to think of a history so differently 
related? The church. But what is the church? A body 
composed of the spiritual guides of the Christians. Have 
these guides been witnesses of the actions and miracles so 
differently related by Paul and his historian? No; they 
know nothing of them but by a tradition, contested even in 
the times of the first Christians, but since confirmed by a re- 
velation of the Holy Ghost, who uever, according to them, 
ceases to enlighten his church. How are we to know if the 
church is continually inspired? She herself says so, and 
there is, she says, the greatest danger in doubting this. . It 
would be to resist the Holy Ghost who is identified with 
the church, and who makes common cause with her; a 
crime which will never be forgiven cither in this world or 
in the next. Of all sins the most unpardonable is to re- 


sist the clergy. 





CHAP. XXIV. 


General reflections on the foundations of Christian Laith, and on the 
Causes of Credulity. 


THESE then are the only foundations of faith! Christians 
are obliged to believe that St. Paul was neither an enthusiast 
nor a cheat, because the church has decided that he was di- 
Vinely inspired: the church has decided this important point 
of belief, according to the Acts of the Apostles and epistles, 
which, as we have shown, were both rejected by many sects 
of the primitive Christians, and which, as we have proved 
in the course of this work, are filled with contradictions and 
absurdities. 

Nevertheless no Christian now dares to doubt of the au- 
thenticity of these books. ‘These works are regarded as Sa- 
cred by the universal church, by Christians of all sects, who 
with the exception notwithstanding of some pearance 
and important variations, read them iu the same manner anc 
entertain for them the same veneration. What can we op- 
pose to this unanimity? ‘The example of Mahomet. This 
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prophet who is at this day equally revered by all sects of 
Mussulmen, was at first regarded as an impostor at Mecca 
whence he was compelled to fly. His Koran now become 
the rule and code of aclergy, supported by princes and pow- 
erful nations, was at first considered as a tissue of fables 
compiled by imposture. This unanimity of the Mahometans, 
in acknowledging the sanctity of Mahomet, and the divinity 
of the Koran proves no more in their favour, than the agree- 
ment of all sects of Christians in admitting the Saintship of 
Paul, and the inspiration of his writings, proves in favour of 
the Apostle and his wonderful epistles. | 

It is the property of habit to change the appearance of 
things, men by degrees become familiar with that which at 
first disgusted “them; time is able to confound truth and 
falsehood; clearly proved deceptions, finish by becoming 
undoubted facts to the ignorant, the idle, and those either too 
much occupied, or involved in dissipation to examine,.and 
these are the majority of mankind. ‘The most palpable im- 
posture when it has existed a length of time, acquires a so- 
lidity which nothing can shake: that which has been believ- 
ed by many for ages appears to have a real foundation, and 
to have at least a claim to probability. When once time has 
obliterated the traces of imposture, they are difficult to de- 
tect, and most men find it easier to stick to received opi- 
nions than to undergo the painful task of examining what 


they ought to think. 


Such are the true causes of the indolence that men gene- 
rally show, as often as they are called upon to give a reason 
for their religious notions, they are contented to follow the 
current. Besides when prejudice is supported by force, and 
becomes necessary to the interests of a powerful body, it is 
dangerous to combat it,.and few men have the courage to 
oppose deceptions, approved by the world, and authorised 
by the governing powers. 

On the other hand error, when habitual, passes for truth, | 
and is equally agreable.. We hold fast to our vices and pre- 
judices, the virtues and opinions which are opposed to them, 
appear ridiculous or disagreeable. It is this natural dispo- 
sition of the human species, which, by little and little, 1m- 
bues nations with the most extravagant opinions, absurd fa- 
bles, and ill-digested systems. 

' No artifice was ever better imagined, nor trick was ever 
more calculated to deceive the vulgar than that of divine 10- 
spiration. Upon this is founded all the religions in the world; 
it is to this marvellous invention that the priests of the 
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whole earth are indebted for their authority, their riches, 
and their existence. Whena man tells us, that he is divinel 
inspired, it is difficult for most men to ascertain whether he 
lie, or speak the truth. God never contradicts those who 
make him speak, on the contrary those impostors who de- 
ceive in his name generally perform miracles and prodigies, 
and these’ miracles and prodigies, are to the short sighted 
multitude undoubted signs of divine favor. 

Shall we then judge those who are inspired by their con- 
duct? They generally take care to impose on us by their dis- 
interestedness, patience, and mildness of behaviour, and it can 
hardly be supposed that such moderate men could have 
formed the design of deceiving cr gaining power. It is 
only when they have gently insinuated themselves into men’s 
minds, that we find ambition, avarice, and passions of the 
missionary develope themselves: itis after having won over 
the multitude, that their empire discovers itself, and they 
exact with pride, the tribute and respect due to the organs 
of heaven, and the messengers of the most high. 

These are the means by which Christianity has been esta- 
blished, the manoeuvres have been practised by our great 
Apostle, and all those who have assisted in disseminating 
his doctrine. His own experience often made Paul sensible, 
that his pride and fiery disposition, were frequently obstacles 
to his mission; thus we see-him sometimes do a violence to 
his character, take the air of mildness and humility, so 
much better suited, to insinuate into mens good opinious 
than arrogance and pride. Heonly assumes the tone of the 
master, when he knows his ground; then he threatens, thun- 


ders, and displays his authority. Does a dispute arise be- 


tween himself and an associate ? He resists him to bis face; 
he makes the church feel how necessary he is to the cause; 
and avails himself of it, to exhibit his authority. 

His example has been at-all times faitMfully followed by 
the heads of the Christian religion. Humble, mild, patient, 
tolerant, and disinterested whenever they have been weak, 
they become haughty, quarrelsome, intolerant, avaricious, 
and rebellious subjects to princes whenever they were cer- 


tain of their empire over the people. It was then that they 


prescribed laws, crushed their enemies, plundered the peo- 
ple, and caused kings to tremble at the name of the God 
whose interpreters they declared themselves to be. 

The heads of the Christian religion have at all times made 
those opinions, most comfortable to their owh interest pass 
for divine oracles. The Holy Ghost has had no other 


No, 27. Vol. VII. 
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function, than to serve for a cloak to their intrigues, pas- 
sions, and pretensions, ‘lhe works of our Apostle furnished 
quarrelsome priests with arguments for injuring each other; 
his disjointed reveries, his obscure mysteries, and his ambi- 
guous oracles, were an arsenal whence the most opposite 
parties procured arms to combat incessantly. In short the 
writings inspired by a God who was desirous of instructing 
mankind, have only served to plunge nations in darkness, 
Guides enlightened by the Holy Ghost saw no clearer than 
the ignorant, into mysteries, they continually presented to 
them by an unintelligible system. ‘lrhese great doctors were 
agreed upou nothing, each one sought to gain adherents, 
whom he excited against the enemies of his own opinions, 
which he regarded as those only approved by heaven. 
Thence arose animosities, batred, persecutions, and wars, 
which have a thousand times spread trcuble and desolation 
among Christians, blind eyough to follow men who*pretend- 
ed to be led by the Holy Ghost, while it was evident, that 
the only spirit which inspired them, was that of pride, ambi- 
tion, obstinacy, vengeance, avarice, and rebellion. 





CONCLUSION. 


Lert us then be careful, oh! my friends, of allowing ourselves 
to be guided by inspired persons. Deceivers, or enthusiasts, 
they will only lead us into errors destructive of our peace. 
Let us consult reason, so decried by men, whose inierest 
it is to extinguish a light which is able to show us the 
plots of their dark policy, this reason will inform us that 
contradictory works do not merit our belief; that a tur- 
bulent, ambitious and enthusiastic Apostle, may have been 
a very useful.Saint to the church, and a very bad citizen. 
This reason will convince us, that a God filled with wisdom 
could never inspire men with systems, in which folly is the 
most prominent feature; that a God who is the author of 
reason could never have called for its immolation, before 
the shrine of fable, and pretended mystery incapable of pro- 
ducing any thing but evil and dissension upon the earth. 
Let us be just, benevolent, peaceable, Jet us leave to St. 
Paul, and to those who take him for a model, their lofty 
ambition, their turbulent fanaticism, their obstinate vanity, 
their persecuting spirit, and above all things their bitter zea!, 
which they term an interest for the salvation of souls. Letus 
show to all men not an evangelic charity which is converted 
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into fury and hatred, but a real charity which inspires us- 


with love, peace, indulgence, and humanity. May this 
charity so much boasted of, and so little practised, by St. 
Paul and his successors, be the rule of our conduct, and the 
standard of our judgments on men and their opinions, Ex- 
amine all things, and hold fast that which is good. Let us 
not be blinded by the prejudiees, of infancy, of habit, or of 
authority. Let us not be imposed upon by the pompous 


names of Paul, of Cephas, or of Apollos; but let us seek. 


the truth and follow reason, which can never lead astray, 
nor render us troublesome members of society. 








TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL, 





CITIZEN, Bradford, Yorkshire, June 12, 1823. 
AT a time when philosophy is rapidly making its tour through the 
island of Albion; when the laws of nature, which by the aid of 
chimistry, and the illuminating productions of philosopers, are so 
clearly developed and explained; when man, who will exercise his 
reason, is no more to be the dupe of that fabulous theology which 
for ages has involved the world in blood and slavery ; when the 
humerous bands of demons, ghosts, witches, goblins, and the thou- 
sand bugbears which superstition has invented, are preparing to 
wing their flight into oblivion; the following account of the disor- 
ganization of John Law, of Bradford on the 2d of June may not be 
uninteresting, the same individual who addressed you in the fourth 
nuinber Vol. 7, of ‘* The Republican.” He was a sincere and res- 
pectable citizen: sincere because he did not pin his belief upon the 
production of philosophers who have distinguished themselves by 
their researches, without. maturely and deliberately examining, 
weighing, and discussing every subject with the most minute 
scrutiny for himself; and respectable, because his moral conduct 
in every situation in life, whether prosperous or adverse, cor- 
responded with that admirable philantrophy, that profound of 
reasoning, that inestimable fund of philosophical information, which 
he had received from the works of Paine, Volney, Mirabaud, and 
other enlightened philanthrophists, He bad the esteem of all who 
had the pleasure of his acquaintance, not only for the admirable 
traits of genius which he displayed in conversation ; but by an owe 
emplary, virtuous, and temperate walk in life, he manifested such an 
example to society which is rarely to he met with in maturer years: 
iv fine he lived what some will call a rank Materialist. But how 
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did he die? exclaims fanatism. I answer, although he was under 
the age of twenty and suffered a tedious illness; although he was 
visited by doctors of divinity, and fanatics of various denominations ; 
although he resided in a town that is priest-ridden even to a proverb; 
in the midst of these disadvantages, his principles were unalterably 
fixed, his mind ever tranquil, his intellectual faculties unimpaired ! 
He maintained such a dignified stand against superstition to the last 
hour of his existence as would have reflected honour upon the ablest 
philosopher ! 

To prevent fanatical misrepresentation (as is generally the case 
under such circumstances) he was desirous of having his death-bed 
principles published to the world. 

And now, ye priests of every description in the neighbourhood of 
Bradford, who, through sinister motives, are interested in the respec- 
tive doctrines ye preach; I call upon you to refute my assertions, | 
have a cloud of witnesses among your own deluded followers who 
will corrobarate my testimony. 

Thus, Citizen, was terminated the life of our friend, and thus will 
be the termination of every person’s existence which is devoted to 
truth and virtue, morality and philanthropy! Not so, the end of the 
gouty despot, the Clogheriting Bishop, and all their their long train 
of priestly dependents; such are the bane of society, to then alone 
belong shame and confusion of peace. 

Citizen, I congratulate you on the favourable prospect of our cause 
in this part of Yorkshire; our numbers increase in proportion as 
men will reason for themselves and no longer be deluded by the un- 
meaning dogmas of the priests. 

Priests talk of miracles! Your incarceration has been a miracle to 
me; it has been the mai spring which has induced me to examiie 
for myself: instead of argument you are answered by imprisonment ; 
instead of their much boasted of Christian patience, Christian for- 
bearance, Christian charity, you are plundered of your property. 

Hoping you will outlive the rancour of your enemies, and that 
your ** Address to Men of Science’? may prove effective, 


I am, with greatest respect, your fellow Citizen, 
JOHN DRABBLE, 








FOR “ THE REPUBLICAN.” 





The following account of the Saints is extracted from Dr. Mos- 
heim’s Ecclesiastical History. 


In the 4th and 5th centuries of Christianity, which may justly 
enough be termed the age of ignorance, superstition, and corruption, 
all such persons who distinguished themselves from the multitude, 
either by their genius, their writings, or their eloquence, by their 
prudence and dexterity in imagining matters of importance, 0! by 
their meekness and moderation, all such were esteemed something 
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more than men, they were reverenced as Gods; or to speak more 
properly, they appeared to others, as men divinely inspired, and full 
of the Deity.* 

The images of those, who, during their lives had acquired the re- 
putation of sanctity, were lionoured with a peculiar worship; and 
many imagined that this worship drew down into the images the 
propitious presence of the saints, or celestial beings they represented. 
A singular and irrestible efficacy was also attributed to the bones of 
these saints, and to the figure of the cross, in defeating the attempts 
of satan, removing all sorts of calamities, and in healing, not only 
the diseases of the body but also those of, the mind?, and an opinion 
was propagated with industry, by a rapacious priesthood, among the 
people, that the remission of sins, was to be purchased by liberali- 
ties to the churches and temples, which were dedicated to these 
celestial mediators ft. ? 

In the 6th century, many took upon themselves to wiite the Lives 
of the Saints, among this kind-of biographers, we find the names of 
Eunodius, Eugippius, Cyril, Dionysius, C€ogitosus, and others. 
But however pious the intentions of these biographers may have 
been, it must be acknowjedged, that they executed the task ina 
most contemptible manner. No rational models of piety, are to be 
found amongst these pretended worthies, whom they propose to 
Christians, as objects for imitation. They amuse their readers with 
gigantic fables and trifling romances; the examples they exhibit, 
are those of certain delirious fanatics, whom they call saints, men of 
corrupt and perverted judgement, who offered violence to reason and 
nature, by the horrors of an extravagant austerity in their own con- 
duct, and by the severity of those singular and inhuman rules, 
which they prescribed to others. For the means by which these 
men were sainted, was by starving themselves with a frantic obsti- 
acy, and bearing useless hardships of hunger, thirst, and inclement 
Seasons, withstedfastness and perseverance ; by running about the coun- 
try hke madmen, in tattered garments, and sometmies half naked, or 
shutting themselves up in a narrow space, where they continued mo- 
tionles: by standing for a long time together in certain postures, 
with their eyes closed, in the enthusiatic expectation of divine light. 
All this was saint-like and glorious; and the more that any ambitious 
fanatic departed from the dictates of reason and common sense, and 
counterfeited the wild gestures, and incoherent conduct of an ideot, 
or a lunatic, the surer was his prospect of obtaining an eminent rank 
among the heroes and demi-gods of a corrupt and degenerate church §., 

But even all this was insufficient to satisfy the demands of a super- 
Stition, nourished by the stratagems of a corrupt and designing priest- 
hood, and fomented by the zeal of the more ignorant and stupid sons 
of the church. It was not enough to reverence departed saints, and 
to confide in their intercession and succours; it was not enough to 
clothe them with an imaginary power of healing diseases, working 
miracles, and delivering from all sorts of calamities and dangers; 


* Vol. LI. page 31, t Vol, II. page 39. t Page 114. § Page 130, 
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their bones, their clothes, the apparel and furniture they had pos 
sessed during their lives, the very ground which they had rat a 
or in which their putrid carcases were laid, were treated with a- 
stupid veneration, and supposed to retain the marvellous virtue of 
healing all disorders, both uf body and mind; and of defending 
such as possessed them against all assaults arid devices of satan*® 
rhe consequence of this wretched notion was, that every one in 
eager to provide himself with these salutary remedies, for which 
purpose great numbers undertook fatiguing and perilous voyages 
and subjected themselves to all sorts of hardships ; while’ other 
made use of this delusion to accumulate their riches, and to im. 
pose upon the miserable multitude, by the most impious and shock- 
ing inventions, As the demand for relics was prodigies and univer- 
sal, the clergy employed all their dexterity to satisfy these demands 
and were far from being nice in the methods they used for that pur. 
pose. The bodies of thesaints were sought by fasting and prayer, insti- 
tuted by the priest, in order to obtain adivine answer, and an infallible 
direction never failed to accomplish their desires; the bely carcase was 
always found, and that always in consequence (as they impiously gave 
out) of the suggestion and inspiration of God himself. Each discovery 
of this kind was attended with excessive demonstrations of joy, 
and animated zeal of those devout seekers, to enrich the church 
still more aud more with this new kind of treasure. Many 
travelled with this view, into the eastern provinces, and frequnted 
the places which Christ and his disciples had honoured with their 
presence, that with bones and other secret remains of the first heralds 
of the gospel, they might comfort dejected minds, calm trembling 
consciences, save Sinking states, and defend their inhabitants from 
all sorts of calamities. Nor did these pious travellers return home 
empty; the craft and knavery of the Greeks, found a rich prey 
in these stupid and credulous, relic-hunters. The latter paid con- 
siderable sums for legs, and arms, skulls, and jaw-bones (seve- 
ral of which were not even human) and cther things that were sup- 
posed to have belonged to the primitive worthies of the Christian 
church. But there were many, who, unable to procure for themselves 
these spiritual treasures, by voyages and prayers, bad resource to 
violence and theft: for all sorts of means and all sorts of attempts, 
in a case of this sort, were considered, when successful, as pious aud 
acceptable to the supreme Being >. 


* Page 523. t Page 324. 





TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





SIR, London, June 19, 1823. 
A CONSTANT reader of your Republican, and a large subscriber to- 
wards your fines, though unknown to you, admires your courage Un- 
der your very trying circumstances. You sting. the boroughmongers 
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more by your works than all the other writers put together; but, 
notwithstanding that, the people appear very loath to assist you with 
either money or any thing else to fight their battles for them to have 
liberty. They are not worth fighting for, They are the most poor, 
deluded, ignorant set of animals on the face of the earth. But it is 
‘not, in general, their fault; but the fault of the noble borough-men 
who have deceived while they have enslaved them. All our liberties 
are now gone! lost for ever to all appearance! -They have been 
taken away by different acts, passed during the last thirty years, till 
they are all entirely gone! We have not as much liberty now as a 
West Indian slave! Notwithstanding the craftiness of those pariia- 
mentary gentlemen, who make petitions against Negro slavery, and 
who say that they are sent to them by the people, to be presented (o 
the House. An Indian slave works about six hours a day only ; and, 
after that time, if he think proper to work two or three hours a day 
for himself, he is paid for the over-work by his master; whose inte- 
rest it is to keep and ciothe him well, and let him sleep in a good 
comfortable bed; because sick or well he must keep him. Not so 
here, in England a country labourer works hard perhaps for the 
Same master twenty years; during the whole of that time he cannot 
Save money enough to carry him from one part of the kingdom to 
another; and if he happen to be sick for only a short time, to the pa- 
rish he must go, and then be half-starved too! He may certainly 
travel through England without a pass-port; but if he beg he is 
taken up as a vagrant, put into gaol, flogged, and in Ireland trans- 
ported! The borough gentlemen take good care that a man shall 
hot have the means to travel, anywhere; for they make him work 
hard twelve hours, and some sixteen hours, a day for sixpence; and 
when he has earned that the tax-gatherer takes threepence-halfpenny 
out of it for the noble animals to spend in grand reuts and balls! 
Look at this true picture, English slaves! This is all the liberty that 
you have; and if you be discontent, or find the jeast fault with your 
free lot, to a gaol you shall be sent, there to be tried by a jury of 
twelve men, who are paid by the borough-men out of the sweat of 
your brows, to bring you in guilty of blasphemy. I can safely say, 
that a country labourer in France, Germany, Italy, Spain, Turkey, 
or Russia, may save money enough in twelve monthis, out of his earn- 
ing, to carry him three hundred miles, that is the length of Engiand., 

A little bird has just whistled in my ear, that the last time a 
Cabinet Counsel was held, it was determined on to request the Holy 
Alliance to call upon England to put a censorship on the press ; and 
that when the Holy Alliance calls upon us our borough gentlemen will 
decare that the foreign powers shall not interfere with our free insti- 
tutions! For say they, we have an army ready to defend us; and 
each foot soldier only costs the country, at this tine, four shillings a 
day, if we reckon his pay, coals, candles, barracks building and 
keeping in repair, arms and so on! Look at this you free people ! 


and, at the same time, take care to believe in the ‘23d chapter and 
13th verse of Deuteronomy, which says: ‘‘ And thou shalt have a 
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paddle upon thy weapon; and it shall be, when thou wilt ease thyself 
abroad, thou shalt dig therewith aad shall turn back and cover that 


which cometh from thee.” This is the word of God! You are in 


; geo! for saying that this is not the word of God. Mind, my good 
' friends, we are all directed to carry a paddle to dig a hole into the 
ground, when we want to ease ourselves, we are to put the paddle to 
our bottoms, and then throw the soil into the hole, we are ordered to 
look at it, then cover it up. Mind again I say, my good friends, this 
is Judge Bailey’s word of God. I am, Sir, your obedient humble 
servant, JAMES HALL, 
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quested to be paid at.5, Water Lane, Fleet Street, and when- 
ever there are any paid, they will be acknowledged monta- 
ly. All country letters and parcels are also requested to be 
sent to the same address untill further notice. 


Joseph Rhodes acknowledges the receipt of 2s. 6d. from 
John Rhodes of ‘Whitley, near Huddersfield ; and Is. from 
Edward Dixon of Almondersbury. . 
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